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Poul Jørgensen Barfod (1575-1654), priest in Øse, 
Ribe, Denmark 
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Barfød’s transcription of the letter found in Øse, 
Ribe, Denmark. Kirkebog 1 (1646-1723):1
GS 51582
DGS  7213071/6-7

“Christian den Fierde met Guds
Naade, Danmarchis, Norgis oc
Gottis Konning etc,
Vor synderlig gunst tilforn.”
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“As sleeping during church causes great disorder 
everywhere , We graciously request that in each parish 
in your diocese shall one be appointed, who can go 
about the church with long sticks and strike the head of 
anyone who is asleep, and thus keep the people vigilant 
to hear the sermon being preached. Likewise we would 
graciously request that the priests in your diocese to 
keep a correct church book by day with the information 
on how many in their parish are born, who the father is, 
and how many marriages and deaths occur each year. 
We graciously request that the record shall be correct 
for any future reference.  If any priest displays 
negligence with this, he will forfeit his calling. Thus is our 
will.”
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